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some of the Fathers, however, being sent on itinerant
missions to remote bands of savages. The departure
from their old home, and its destruction by their
own hands, lest the enemy should find it a vantage-
spot, are eloquently and pathetically related. At
the new Ste. Marie, built upon the island, the
Jesuits are obliged to fortify both their house and
the neighboring village. This village had over a
hundred cabins, containing more than six thousand
souls; but famine and pestilence have swept away
many of these. During the entire winter, the peo-
ple not only suffer these horrors, but are in constant
dread of a threatened attack by the Iroquois. This
accumulation of misfortunes, however, renders the
poor Hurons so tractable to the Faith that the mis-
sionaries accomplish among them " by a single word,
more than ever before, in entire years." Another
potent influence upon them is the charity of the
Jesuits, who aid the starving and sick people to the
utmost of their power; " many have remained alive
only through the assistance which we rendered
them." It is interesting to note the method em-
ployed by these Fathers in aiding the poor — that of
personal investigation, the essential element of the
best modern almsgiving; and the foresight which
secured, before winter, all available supplies of food
within their reach. The writer describes the occu-
pations of the missionaries during the winter,
relieving the poor, visiting the sick, and instructing
all in religion.

Ragueneau describes, at length, the capture and
devastation of the mission villages in the Tobacco
tribe, and the martyr deaths of Gamier and Chaba-
nel,— the former, on December 7, 1648; the latter,


